






BY AIRMAIL

 His Excellency Bashar al-Assad








Presidential Palace








Al Rashid Street

DAMASCUS

SYRIA, Arab Republic

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> October 2009

Subject: Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the safety of our colleague Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh, a prominent human rights lawyer who has won the Dutch Geuzen Medal for his “courageous fight for human rights” in 2006. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully support this anxiety.

According to my information Mr.Haitham Al-Maleh, 78 years of age and a lawyer at the Bar of Damascus has disappeared on 14 October 2009. His whereabouts remain unknown up until today. I am extremely worried about the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al-Maleh. Moreover, I was informed that the reason for his arrest may be an interview that aired on 12 October on Barada TV, in which he criticized the ongoing repression of freedom of expression in Syria. Furthermore, I was told that Political Security summoned Mr. Al-Maleh for interrogation on 13 October, but he refused to comply. Mr. Al-Maleh has not returned after leaving his house on October 14, which strengthens my fear that Mr. Al-Maleh has been arrested. 

In this context, I urge the Syrian government to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the government is under an obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference”. Further: “Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities”.

According to paragraph 23, 
“Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.
In view of the above, I strongly urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Al-Maleh immediately and unconditionally, if he has been arrested solely for his human rights activities and the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression and association. Furthermore I urge you to allow Mr. Al-Maleh immediate access to his family, a lawyer of his choice and any medical treatment he may require, and to ensure that he is protected from all forms of torture or other ill-treatment. 
I thank you for your attention to these very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAAM>>







BY AIRMAIL

 Minister of Defence, 

 General, Hassan Ali Turkmani, 

 Ministry of Defence, 

 O mayyad Square

DAMASCUS

SYRIA, Arab Republic

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> October 2009

Subject: Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the safety of our colleague Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh, a prominent human rights lawyer who has won the Dutch Geuzen Medal for his “courageous fight for human rights” in 2006. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully support this anxiety.

According to my information Mr.Haitham Al-Maleh, 78 years of age and a lawyer at the Bar of Damascus has disappeared on 14 October 2009. His whereabouts remain unknown up until today. I am extremely worried about the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al-Maleh. Moreover, I was informed that the reason for his arrest may be an interview that aired on 12 October on Barada TV, in which he criticized the ongoing repression of freedom of expression in Syria. Furthermore, I was told that Political Security summoned Mr. Al-Maleh for interrogation on 13 October, but he refused to comply. Mr. Al-Maleh has not returned after leaving his house on October 14, which strengthens my fear that Mr. Al-Maleh has been arrested. 

In this context, I urge the Syrian government to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the government is under an obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference”. Further: “Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities”.

According to paragraph 23, 
“Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.
In view of the above, I strongly urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Al-Maleh immediately and unconditionally, if he has been arrested solely for his human rights activities and the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression and association. Furthermore I urge you to allow Mr. Al-Maleh immediate access to his family, a lawyer of his choice and any medical treatment he may require, and to ensure that he is protected from all forms of torture or other ill-treatment. 
I thank you for your attention to these very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAAM>>
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 Minister of Justice, 

 His Excellency 

 Mr. Ahmad Hamod Younes, 

Mazeh "Otstrad







DAMASCUS

SYRIA, Arab Republic

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> October 2009

Subject: Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the safety of our colleague Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh, a prominent human rights lawyer who has won the Dutch Geuzen Medal for his “courageous fight for human rights” in 2006. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully support this anxiety.

According to my information Mr.Haitham Al-Maleh, 78 years of age and a lawyer at the Bar of Damascus has disappeared on 14 October 2009. His whereabouts remain unknown up until today. I am extremely worried about the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al-Maleh. Moreover, I was informed that the reason for his arrest may be an interview that aired on 12 October on Barada TV, in which he criticized the ongoing repression of freedom of expression in Syria. Furthermore, I was told that Political Security summoned Mr. Al-Maleh for interrogation on 13 October, but he refused to comply. Mr. Al-Maleh has not returned after leaving his house on October 14, which strengthens my fear that Mr. Al-Maleh has been arrested. 

In this context, I urge the Syrian government to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the government is under an obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference”. Further: “Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities”.

According to paragraph 23, 
“Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.
In view of the above, I strongly urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Al-Maleh immediately and unconditionally, if he has been arrested solely for his human rights activities and the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression and association. Furthermore I urge you to allow Mr. Al-Maleh immediate access to his family, a lawyer of his choice and any medical treatment he may require, and to ensure that he is protected from all forms of torture or other ill-treatment. 
I thank you for your attention to these very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,
<<NAAM>>
BY AIRMAIL

 Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

 His Excellency Wallid Mu'allim, 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

 al-Rashid Street




DAMASCUS

SYRIA, Arab Republic

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> October 2009

Subject: Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the safety of our colleague Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh, a prominent human rights lawyer who has won the Dutch Geuzen Medal for his “courageous fight for human rights” in 2006. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully support this anxiety.

According to my information Mr.Haitham Al-Maleh, 78 years of age and a lawyer at the Bar of Damascus has disappeared on 14 October 2009. His whereabouts remain unknown up until today. I am extremely worried about the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al-Maleh. Moreover, I was informed that the reason for his arrest may be an interview that aired on 12 October on Barada TV, in which he criticized the ongoing repression of freedom of expression in Syria. Furthermore, I was told that Political Security summoned Mr. Al-Maleh for interrogation on 13 October, but he refused to comply. Mr. Al-Maleh has not returned after leaving his house on October 14, which strengthens my fear that Mr. Al-Maleh has been arrested. 

In this context, I urge the Syrian government to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the government is under an obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference”. Further: “Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities”.

According to paragraph 23, 
“Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.
In view of the above, I strongly urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Al-Maleh immediately and unconditionally, if he has been arrested solely for his human rights activities and the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression and association. Furthermore I urge you to allow Mr. Al-Maleh immediate access to his family, a lawyer of his choice and any medical treatment he may require, and to ensure that he is protected from all forms of torture or other ill-treatment. 
I thank you for your attention to these very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAAM>>
BY AIRMAIL

Ambassador Faysal Khabbaz Hamoui, Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to UN in Geneva, 

72 rue de Lausanne, 

1202 Geneva, 

Switzerland, 

Email: mission.syria@ties.itu.in
Amsterdam, <<DATE>> October 2009

Subject: Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the safety of our colleague Mr. Haitham Al-Maleh, a prominent human rights lawyer who has won the Dutch Geuzen Medal for his “courageous fight for human rights” in 2006. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully support this anxiety.

According to my information Mr.Haitham Al-Maleh, 78 years of age and a lawyer at the Bar of Damascus has disappeared on 14 October 2009. His whereabouts remain unknown up until today. I am extremely worried about the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al-Maleh. Moreover, I was informed that the reason for his arrest may be an interview that aired on 12 October on Barada TV, in which he criticized the ongoing repression of freedom of expression in Syria. Furthermore, I was told that Political Security summoned Mr. Al-Maleh for interrogation on 13 October, but he refused to comply. Mr. Al-Maleh has not returned after leaving his house on October 14, which strengthens my fear that Mr. Al-Maleh has been arrested. 

In this context, I urge the Syrian government to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the government is under an obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference”. Further: “Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities”.

According to paragraph 23, 
“Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.
In view of the above, I strongly urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Al-Maleh immediately and unconditionally, if he has been arrested solely for his human rights activities and the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression and association. Furthermore I urge you to allow Mr. Al-Maleh immediate access to his family, a lawyer of his choice and any medical treatment he may require, and to ensure that he is protected from all forms of torture or other ill-treatment. 
I thank you for your attention to these very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

  Sincerely,
<<NAAM>>
