BY AIRMAIL

Kubatbek Baibolov

General Prosecutor

72, Orozbekova Street

BISHKEK 723500

KYRGYZ REPUBLIC
<<PLACE>>, <<..>> November 2010

Subject: Mr. Tahir Asanov
Dear Sir,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’)  expresses its grave concerns about the attack of our colleague, Mr. Tahir Asanov, a respected lawyer of the Kyrgyz Republic. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.

I have been informed that Mr. Asanov was attacked and punched several times in court on 30 September 2010 whilst calling for an investigation into police brutality against his client and nine other men during their trial in Osh, in the southern part of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men are being accused of charges ranging from involvement in the death of the Kara Suu District Police Chief to taking part in riots, both of which took place during the June 2010 violence in the Kyrgyz Republic.  

Reportedly, during a trial hearing on 29 September 2010, Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men were being held in a steel cage inside the courtroom when, during a break in the trial, several uniformed officers from the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) entered the cage and beat them for about twenty minutes. The courtroom guards unlocked the cage for the officers and stood by while the assault took place. The only other witnesses at this time were relatives of the dead police chief. The officers left the cage threatening to kill Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men if they told anyone about these beatings.

As Mr. Asanov requested for an investigation into the abovementioned event during the next hearing on 30 September 2010, it is said that Mr. Asanov was attacked in court by relatives of the murdered police chief who were present in the courtroom. Courtroom officials were slow to intervene and the judge did not attempt to restore order or expel the perpetrators. After the court hearing, relatives of the  murdered police chief followed  Mr. Asanov outside the courtroom and attacked him, beating him for about ten minutes. Police were present, but did not intervene.

The consequence of the abovementioned events is that Mr. Asanov is at imminent risk of further violence as the trial continues and cannot exercise his profession in freedom. 

In this context, I urge the government of the Kyrgyz Republic to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government has the obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.” Further, “[w]here the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

These principles apply universally. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Therefore I urge your government, in compliance with its international human rights obligations, to take immediate action to ensure that continuation of all trials relating to the June violence will be conducted in an orderly, fair and transparent manner. Furthermore, I urge your government to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against Mr. Asanov and immediately provide full protection for Mr. Asanov and his clients during the continuation of the trial. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

BY AIRMAIL

Marat Alymbekov
Prosecutor
Osh Oblast Prosecutor`s Office
162a, K.Datki Street
OSH 714018,
KYRGYZSTAN
<<PLACE>>, <<..>> November 2010

Subject: Mr. Tahir Asanov
Dear Sir,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’)  expresses its grave concerns about the attack of our colleague, Mr. Tahir Asanov, a respected lawyer of the Kyrgyz Republic. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.

I have been informed that Mr. Asanov was attacked and punched several times in court on 30 September 2010 whilst calling for an investigation into police brutality against his client and nine other men during their trial in Osh, in the southern part of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men are being accused of charges ranging from involvement in the death of the Kara Suu District Police Chief to taking part in riots, both of which took place during the June 2010 violence in the Kyrgyz Republic.  

Reportedly, during a trial hearing on 29 September 2010, Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men were being held in a steel cage inside the courtroom when, during a break in the trial, several uniformed officers from the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) entered the cage and beat them for about twenty minutes. The courtroom guards unlocked the cage for the officers and stood by while the assault took place. The only other witnesses at this time were relatives of the dead police chief. The officers left the cage threatening to kill Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men if they told anyone about these beatings.

As Mr. Asanov requested for an investigation into the abovementioned event during the next hearing on 30 September 2010, it is said that Mr. Asanov was attacked in court by relatives of the murdered police chief who were present in the courtroom. Courtroom officials were slow to intervene and the judge did not attempt to restore order or expel the perpetrators. After the court hearing, relatives of the  murdered police chief followed  Mr. Asanov outside the courtroom and attacked him, beating him for about ten minutes. Police were present, but did not intervene.

The consequence of the abovementioned events is that Mr. Asanov is at imminent risk of further violence as the trial continues and cannot exercise his profession in freedom. 

In this context, I urge the government of the Kyrgyz Republic to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government has the obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.” Further, “[w]here the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

These principles apply universally. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Therefore I urge your government, in compliance with its international human rights obligations, to take immediate action to ensure that continuation of all trials relating to the June violence will be conducted in an orderly, fair and transparent manner. Furthermore, I urge your government to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against Mr. Asanov and immediately provide full protection for Mr. Asanov and his clients during the continuation of the trial. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

BY AIRMAIL

Zarylbek Rysaliev
Minister of Internal Affairs
Frunze Street, 469
BISHKEK 720040,
KYRGYZSTAN
<<PLACE>>, <<..>> November 2010

Subject: Mr. Tahir Asanov
Dear Sir,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’)  expresses its grave concerns about the attack of our colleague, Mr. Tahir Asanov, a respected lawyer of the Kyrgyz Republic. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.

I have been informed that Mr. Asanov was attacked and punched several times in court on 30 September 2010 whilst calling for an investigation into police brutality against his client and nine other men during their trial in Osh, in the southern part of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men are being accused of charges ranging from involvement in the death of the Kara Suu District Police Chief to taking part in riots, both of which took place during the June 2010 violence in the Kyrgyz Republic.  

Reportedly, during a trial hearing on 29 September 2010, Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men were being held in a steel cage inside the courtroom when, during a break in the trial, several uniformed officers from the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) entered the cage and beat them for about twenty minutes. The courtroom guards unlocked the cage for the officers and stood by while the assault took place. The only other witnesses at this time were relatives of the dead police chief. The officers left the cage threatening to kill Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men if they told anyone about these beatings.

As Mr. Asanov requested for an investigation into the abovementioned event during the next hearing on 30 September 2010, it is said that Mr. Asanov was attacked in court by relatives of the murdered police chief who were present in the courtroom. Courtroom officials were slow to intervene and the judge did not attempt to restore order or expel the perpetrators. After the court hearing, relatives of the  murdered police chief followed  Mr. Asanov outside the courtroom and attacked him, beating him for about ten minutes. Police were present, but did not intervene.

The consequence of the abovementioned events is that Mr. Asanov is at imminent risk of further violence as the trial continues and cannot exercise his profession in freedom. 

In this context, I urge the government of the Kyrgyz Republic to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government has the obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.” Further, “[w]here the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

These principles apply universally. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Therefore I urge your government, in compliance with its international human rights obligations, to take immediate action to ensure that continuation of all trials relating to the June violence will be conducted in an orderly, fair and transparent manner. Furthermore, I urge your government to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against Mr. Asanov and immediately provide full protection for Mr. Asanov and his clients during the continuation of the trial. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

BY AIRMAIL

Ambassade de la République Kirghize
Rue de l’Abbaye 47
1050 BRUXELLES
BELGIUM
<<PLACE>>, <<..>> November 2010

Subject: Mr. Tahir Asanov
Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’)  expresses its grave concerns about the attack of our colleague, Mr. Tahir Asanov, a respected lawyer of the Kyrgyz Republic. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.

I have been informed that Mr. Asanov was attacked and punched several times in court on 30 September 2010 whilst calling for an investigation into police brutality against his client and nine other men during their trial in Osh, in the southern part of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men are being accused of charges ranging from involvement in the death of the Kara Suu District Police Chief to taking part in riots, both of which took place during the June 2010 violence in the Kyrgyz Republic.  

Reportedly, during a trial hearing on 29 September 2010, Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men were being held in a steel cage inside the courtroom when, during a break in the trial, several uniformed officers from the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) entered the cage and beat them for about twenty minutes. The courtroom guards unlocked the cage for the officers and stood by while the assault took place. The only other witnesses at this time were relatives of the dead police chief. The officers left the cage threatening to kill Mr. Asanov’s client and nine other men if they told anyone about these beatings.

As Mr. Asanov requested for an investigation into the abovementioned event during the next hearing on 30 September 2010, it is said that Mr. Asanov was attacked in court by relatives of the murdered police chief who were present in the courtroom. Courtroom officials were slow to intervene and the judge did not attempt to restore order or expel the perpetrators. After the court hearing, relatives of the  murdered police chief followed  Mr. Asanov outside the courtroom and attacked him, beating him for about ten minutes. Police were present, but did not intervene.

The consequence of the abovementioned events is that Mr. Asanov is at imminent risk of further violence as the trial continues and cannot exercise his profession in freedom. 

In this context, I urge the government of the Kyrgyz Republic to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government has the obligation “to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.” Further, “[w]here the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

These principles apply universally. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Therefore I urge your government, in compliance with its international human rights obligations, to take immediate action to ensure that continuation of all trials relating to the June violence will be conducted in an orderly, fair and transparent manner. Furthermore, I urge your government to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against Mr. Asanov and immediately provide full protection for Mr. Asanov and his clients during the continuation of the trial. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

