International Statement of Solidarity
4 October 2019 - We, the undersigned organizations, are deeply shocked by the brutal
killing of our Dutch colleague Derk Wiersum. We extend our deepest condolences to
Mr. Wiersum’s family, friends, colleagues and all others affected by his death.
Mr. Wiersum, a well-respected lawyer and deputy judge, was shot in broad daylight right
outside his house in Amsterdam in the early morning of 18 September 2019. He was
representing a crown witness in the so-called Marengo-trial, a high-profile criminal case
against members of an organization accused of several murders and attempted murders in the
last couple of years. Although the events are still being investigated, it is assumed and highly
likely that the death of Mr. Wiersum is related to his work as a lawyer.
This killing of a lawyer, apparently in connection with his work, raises serious concerns for the
safety of lawyers and poses a threat to the proper functioning of the rule of law and the
adequate protection of rights, including the right to remedies and fair trial.
Lawyers, as well as judges and prosecutors, should be able to do their work freely and
independently. The UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers specify that “[w]here the
security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be
adequately safeguarded by the authorities” (principle 17).
We welcome the prompt and public condemnation of this crime and the immediate measures
taken by the Dutch authorities to initiate an investigation, which should lead to the identification
and prosecution of the perpetrators. We also welcome that measures were taken promptly and
immediately to protect lawyers and all others who need protection in the Marengo-case. We
expect that the Dutch authorities will do everything in their power to ensure that lawyers can
do their work safely, freely, and independently in all circumstances.
We stand in solidarity with all colleague-lawyers, judges and prosecutors in the Netherlands,
who are at risk for simply doing their job.
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