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American Bar Association
Amnesty International
Amsterdamse Orde van Advocaten
Article 19
Asia Democracy Network
Asian Human Rights Commission
Asian Legal Resource Centre
Asociación Libre de Abogados
Association for the Prevention of Torture
Association of Libertarian Jurists
Association of Southeast Asian Nations Parliamentarians for Human Rights
Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and Documentation
Bar Council
Bar Council of Ireland
Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales
CCBE
Civil Rights Defenders
College of Law Loyola University New Orleans
Committee Against Torture
Committee for the Defense of Lawyers
Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe
Council of Europe
Day of the Endangered Lawyer
Deutscher Anwaltverein
Economic and Social Council
Egyptian initiative for personal rights
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network
European Court of Human Rights
European Criminal Bar Association
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Fair Trial Watch
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Fisher Jones Greenwood Solicitors
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Freedom House
German Federal Bar (Bundesrechtsanwaltskammer)
Haldane society of socialist lawyers
Human Rights Committee
Human Rights First
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Human Rights Lawyers Association
Human Rights Office
Human Rights Watch
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International Commission of Jurists
International Council on Archives
International Criminal Court
International Federation for Human Rights
International Partnership for Human Rights
International Service for Human Rights
Iranian League for the Defence of Human Rights
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Judicial System Monitoring Program
Law Society
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights
Lawyers for Lawyers
Lawyers for Liberty
Lawyers Rights Watch Canada
Legal expert
Malaysian Bar
Not bound to organisation/independent
Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Ordre des Avocats de Genève
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Practitioners/Academics
Rechters voor Rechters
Rehabilitation and Research Centre for Torture Victims
Sollicitots'International Human Rights Group
Special Rapporteur for the independence of judges and lawyers
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression
Special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar
Syndicat des Avocats de France
the Law Council of Australia
The Law Society
The Law Society of England and Wales
The Law Society of Upper Canada
The Observatory for the protection of Human Rights Defenders
UN Commission on Human Rights
UN consultation
UN General Assembly
UN High Commissioner for Refugees
UN Office on Drugs and Crime
UN Secretary General
UN Security Council
UN Special rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights
UN special rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers
Union Internationale des Avocats
United Nations Development Programme
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
World Organisation Against Torture
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Ireland
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Thailand
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Togo
Tunisia
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Uganda
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United States
Uzbekistan
Venezuela
Vietnam
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                In a historic ruling, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights declared on the 18th of March 2024 that the Colombian State was responsible for the harassment and persecution against the members of the José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers Collective Corporation (CAJAR). The Court ruled that the State was responsible for violating the rights to life, personal integrity, privacy, and others. In the reading of the sentence, the Court added that the lawyers’ rights to freedom of thought and expression, informative self-determination, truth, and to judicial guarantees were violated by the Colombian State. This is a landmark ruling – it is the first time that the Inter-American Court has issued a decision recognizing the international responsibility of a State for violating the right to defend human rights. The executive director of the Center for Justice and International Law, who was part of the legal team representing CAJAR, stated that this sentence was a “unique and unprecedented recognition of the work of people who defend human rights in Colombia and the CAJAR team.”

This case was first brought to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 22 years ago, and it concerns facts of violence, harassment, and threats received by CAJAR members since the 1990s and continuing into the present day, because of their work to defend human rights. Since the case reached the court two decades ago, 2,000 precautionary measures have been decreed in order to protect the life and integrity of CAJAR members. The most critical act of violence occurred in the 1990s relating to intelligence activities conducted by the defunct Administrative Department of Security in which CAJAR’s members’ lives were monitored extensively. Several lawyers between 2002 and 2010 were forced to go into exile to protect themselves and their families.

The Court listed 16 reparation measures. Among them was the order for Colombia to further investigate, identify, try, and if necessary, convict, those responsible for the events leading up to the violation of the rights of CAJAR members, particularly in relation to intelligence activities in the 1990s. The Court also ordered the State to “provide psychological, psychiatric, and/or psychosocial treatment to victims who request it.” Furthermore, Colombia was ordered to issue a statement of recognition for their actions and a public apology. The Court stated that in the public statement, references should be made to the human rights violations declared in the judgment by the Court. The full list of reparations (in Spanish) can be found on page 289 of the judgment.

CAJAR has also issued a statement on this ruling, asserting that this ruling dignifies the hard work and struggles of human rights defenders and recognizes the lack of sufficient guarantees for the defence of human rights.

Lawyers for Lawyers welcomes this historic ruling and hopes that this improves the situation of human rights lawyers in Colombia. Lawyers for Lawyers has had a long history of supporting and advocating for Colombian lawyers, including members of CAJAR (for example: in 2015 we highlighted worrying reports that CAJAR members were being illegally bugged and followed; in 2021 Lawyers for Lawyers issued a joint statement with other human rights organizations to call for the protection of CAJAR lawyers from death threats). Most recently, Lawyers for Lawyers issued an Oral Statement to the Human Rights Council on the human rights situation in Colombia.

We will continue to raise awareness on the difficulties faced by Colombian lawyers in exercising their professional and legitimate activities.
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                        Lawyers for Lawyers was granted 'Special Consultative status' with the UN Economic and Social Council in July 2013
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