Mr. Wen Jiabao

Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of China

Guojia Zongli, the State Council General Office

2 Fuyoujie, Xichengqu, BEIJINGSHI 100017

People’s Republic of China

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> 2009

Subject: Mr. Huang Qi

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the criminal conviction of our colleague, Mr. Huang Qi, a highly respected lawyer. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share the concerns of this Foundation.

According to my information, on 23 November Mr. Huang Qi has been sentenced to three years imprisonment for illegally holding state secrets. The judgment was delivered at Wuhou District People’s Court in the city of Chengdu on November 23. The judge did not, however, specify what kind of documents they were, which government issued them or how their contents constituted state secrets. Moreover, I have been informed that Mr. Huang’s wife’s request to receive a written copy of the verdict was denied. Mr. Huang Qi has been held in detention since 10 June 2008, when he was arrested by plain clothes police officers. 

Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the detention and conviction of Mr. Huang Qi as an attempt to restrict his legitimate work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake that struck the region of Sichuan in May 2008. According to my information, he has been giving legal advice to the families of five children who perished during the earthquake. These families wanted to initiate legal proceedings against local authorities after the disaster. In this context, it appears that the conviction of  Mr. Huang Qi is an arbitrary way to curb his lawful activities as a lawyer.

Therefore, I urge the Chinese government to recognize the valuable role played by lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government is under an obligation ‘to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference’. Further: ‘Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities’.

According to paragraph 23, ‘Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization’.

These principles are universally applicable and have been endorsed by China. Therefore, your Government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.

In view of the above, I urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Huang Qi immediately and unconditionally, because he has been arrested solely for his lawful work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and appreciate your efforts to secure the application of all applicable human rights in this matter.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

Ms. Wu Aiying

Minister of Justice of the People’s Republic of China

Buzhang, Sifabu

10 Chaoyangmen Nandajie, Chaoyangqu, 

BEIJINGSHI 100701

People’s Republic of China

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> 2009

Subject: Mr. Huang Qi

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the criminal conviction of our colleague, Mr. Huang Qi, a highly respected lawyer. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share the concerns of this Foundation.

According to my information, on 23 November Mr. Huang Qi has been sentenced to three years imprisonment for illegally holding state secrets. The judgment was delivered at Wuhou District People’s Court in the city of Chengdu on November 23. The judge did not, however, specify what kind of documents they were, which government issued them or how their contents constituted state secrets. Moreover, I have been informed that Mr. Huang’s wife’s request to receive a written copy of the verdict was denied. Mr. Huang Qi has been held in detention since 10 June 2008, when he was arrested by plain clothes police officers. 

Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the detention and conviction of Mr. Huang Qi as an attempt to restrict his legitimate work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake that struck the region of Sichuan in May 2008. According to my information, he has been giving legal advice to the families of five children who perished during the earthquake. These families wanted to initiate legal proceedings against local authorities after the disaster. In this context, it appears that the conviction of  Mr. Huang Qi is an arbitrary way to curb his lawful activities as a lawyer.

Therefore, I urge the Chinese government to recognize the valuable role played by lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government is under an obligation ‘to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference’. Further: ‘Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities’.

According to paragraph 23, ‘Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization’.

These principles are universally applicable and have been endorsed by China. Therefore, your Government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.

In view of the above, I urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Huang Qi immediately and unconditionally, because he has been arrested solely for his lawful work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and appreciate your efforts to secure the application of all applicable human rights in this matter.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
Mr. Yang Jiechi

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

People’s Republic of China

Buzhang Waijiaobu

2 Chaoyangmen Nandajie, BEIJINGSHI 100701

People’s Republic of China

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> 2009

Subject: Mr. Huang Qi

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the criminal conviction of our colleague, Mr. Huang Qi, a highly respected lawyer. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share the concerns of this Foundation.

According to my information, on 23 November Mr. Huang Qi has been sentenced to three years imprisonment for illegally holding state secrets. The judgment was delivered at Wuhou District People’s Court in the city of Chengdu on November 23. The judge did not, however, specify what kind of documents they were, which government issued them or how their contents constituted state secrets. Moreover, I have been informed that Mr. Huang’s wife’s request to receive a written copy of the verdict was denied. Mr. Huang Qi has been held in detention since 10 June 2008, when he was arrested by plain clothes police officers. 

Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the detention and conviction of Mr. Huang Qi as an attempt to restrict his legitimate work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake that struck the region of Sichuan in May 2008. According to my information, he has been giving legal advice to the families of five children who perished during the earthquake. These families wanted to initiate legal proceedings against local authorities after the disaster. In this context, it appears that the conviction of  Mr. Huang Qi is an arbitrary way to curb his lawful activities as a lawyer.

Therefore, I urge the Chinese government to recognize the valuable role played by lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government is under an obligation ‘to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference’. Further: ‘Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities’.

According to paragraph 23, ‘Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization’.

These principles are universally applicable and have been endorsed by China. Therefore, your Government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.

In view of the above, I urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Huang Qi immediately and unconditionally, because he has been arrested solely for his lawful work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and appreciate your efforts to secure the application of all applicable human rights in this matter.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
Mr. Meng Jianzhu
Minister of Public Security of the 

People’s Republic of China

Buzhang, Gong’anbu 
14 Dongchang’anjie, Dongchengqu, 
BEIJINGSHI 100741

People’s Republic of China

Amsterdam, <<DATE>> 2009

Subject: Mr. Huang Qi

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the criminal conviction of our colleague, Mr. Huang Qi, a highly respected lawyer. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share the concerns of this Foundation.

According to my information, on 23 November Mr. Huang Qi has been sentenced to three years imprisonment for illegally holding state secrets. The judgment was delivered at Wuhou District People’s Court in the city of Chengdu on November 23. The judge did not, however, specify what kind of documents they were, which government issued them or how their contents constituted state secrets. Moreover, I have been informed that Mr. Huang’s wife’s request to receive a written copy of the verdict was denied. Mr. Huang Qi has been held in detention since 10 June 2008, when he was arrested by plain clothes police officers. 

Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the detention and conviction of Mr. Huang Qi as an attempt to restrict his legitimate work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake that struck the region of Sichuan in May 2008. According to my information, he has been giving legal advice to the families of five children who perished during the earthquake. These families wanted to initiate legal proceedings against local authorities after the disaster. In this context, it appears that the conviction of  Mr. Huang Qi is an arbitrary way to curb his lawful activities as a lawyer.

Therefore, I urge the Chinese government to recognize the valuable role played by lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government is under an obligation ‘to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference’. Further: ‘Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities’.

According to paragraph 23, ‘Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization’.

These principles are universally applicable and have been endorsed by China. Therefore, your Government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.

In view of the above, I urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Huang Qi immediately and unconditionally, because he has been arrested solely for his lawful work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and appreciate your efforts to secure the application of all applicable human rights in this matter.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
Ambassador Sha Zukang
Permanent Mission of the 

People’s Republic of China

Chemin de Surville 11

PO Box 85 1213 Petit-Lancy 2

GENEVE, Switzerland
Amsterdam, <<DATE>> 2009

Subject: Mr. Huang Qi

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the criminal conviction of our colleague, Mr. Huang Qi, a highly respected lawyer. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share the concerns of this Foundation.

According to my information, on 23 November Mr. Huang Qi has been sentenced to three years imprisonment for illegally holding state secrets. The judgment was delivered at Wuhou District People’s Court in the city of Chengdu on November 23. The judge did not, however, specify what kind of documents they were, which government issued them or how their contents constituted state secrets. Moreover, I have been informed that Mr. Huang’s wife’s request to receive a written copy of the verdict was denied. Mr. Huang Qi has been held in detention since 10 June 2008, when he was arrested by plain clothes police officers. 

Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the detention and conviction of Mr. Huang Qi as an attempt to restrict his legitimate work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake that struck the region of Sichuan in May 2008. According to my information, he has been giving legal advice to the families of five children who perished during the earthquake. These families wanted to initiate legal proceedings against local authorities after the disaster. In this context, it appears that the conviction of  Mr. Huang Qi is an arbitrary way to curb his lawful activities as a lawyer.

Therefore, I urge the Chinese government to recognize the valuable role played by lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government is under an obligation ‘to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference’. Further: ‘Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities’.

According to paragraph 23, ‘Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization’.

These principles are universally applicable and have been endorsed by China. Therefore, your Government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.

In view of the above, I urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Huang Qi immediately and unconditionally, because he has been arrested solely for his lawful work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and appreciate your efforts to secure the application of all applicable human rights in this matter.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
Mr. Zhang Jun
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China

Willem Lodewijklaan 10

2517 JT DEN HAAG
Amsterdam, <<DATE>> 2009

Subject: Mr. Huang Qi

Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its grave concern about the criminal conviction of our colleague, Mr. Huang Qi, a highly respected lawyer. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share the concerns of this Foundation.

According to my information, on 23 November Mr. Huang Qi has been sentenced to three years imprisonment for illegally holding state secrets. The judgment was delivered at Wuhou District People’s Court in the city of Chengdu on November 23. The judge did not, however, specify what kind of documents they were, which government issued them or how their contents constituted state secrets. Moreover, I have been informed that Mr. Huang’s wife’s request to receive a written copy of the verdict was denied. Mr. Huang Qi has been held in detention since 10 June 2008, when he was arrested by plain clothes police officers. 

Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the detention and conviction of Mr. Huang Qi as an attempt to restrict his legitimate work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake that struck the region of Sichuan in May 2008. According to my information, he has been giving legal advice to the families of five children who perished during the earthquake. These families wanted to initiate legal proceedings against local authorities after the disaster. In this context, it appears that the conviction of  Mr. Huang Qi is an arbitrary way to curb his lawful activities as a lawyer.

Therefore, I urge the Chinese government to recognize the valuable role played by lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity. 

In particular paragraphs 16 and 17 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, state that the Government is under an obligation ‘to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference’. Further: ‘Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities’.

According to paragraph 23, ‘Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings, without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action of their membership in a lawful organization’.

These principles are universally applicable and have been endorsed by China. Therefore, your Government is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers.

In view of the above, I urge your government to comply with its international human rights obligations and to release Mr. Huang Qi immediately and unconditionally, because he has been arrested solely for his lawful work as legal counsel to the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and appreciate your efforts to secure the application of all applicable human rights in this matter.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
