BY AIRMAIL

H.E. President Alyaksandr Lukashenka

Administratsia Prezidenta Respubliki Belarus

ul. Karla Marksa 38

220016 MINSK
BELARUS

<<PLACE>>, <<..>> February 2011

Subject: Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko

Your Excellency, 

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its concerns about the situation of our colleagues, human rights lawyers Pavel Sapelka and Tamara Sidorenko. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.
According to my information, there have been attempts by the Belarusian Ministry of Justice, to put pressure on the Minsk City Lawyers' Association to discipline some of the lawyers defending political activists who have been charged with criminal offences following the demonstration on 19 December of last year. In particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka, who is defending Mr. Andrei Sannikau, received a letter from your government, warning him that he could be disbarred for having spoken publicly about his concerns with respect to the state of health of his client. We support the announcement of the Chair of the Lawyers' Association that they do not intend to take any action and the fact that no lawyers have yet been disbarred.
We have furthermore been informed that many lawyers defending people in the context of the demonstration of 19 December, are having difficulty seeing their clients. In particular Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, who is defending presidential candidate Uladzimir Nyaklyayeu, was denied access to her client for several weeks while he was incarcerated.

The Belarusian Helsinki Committee informed the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Lawyers and Judges of these events and was consequently accused by the government for trying to discredit the judicial apparatus in the country.

We are gravely concerned about these events, which render it impossible for lawyers in Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko to exercise their profession in freedom and without intimidation or improper interference. 

The adequate protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms to which all persons are entitled, be they economic, social or cultural, civil or political, requires that all people have effective access to legal services provided by an independent legal profession. This follows from the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of human Rights and from, among several such instruments, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that have been signed and ratified by Belarus.    

To safeguard this independence, governments, professional associations of lawyers as well as individual lawyers each have their role to play. According to paragraph 16 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (1990) this amounts to the following:  

“Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; (b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.”

Paragraphs 17 and 22 furthermore stipulate that:

“Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

and

“Governments shall recognize and respect that all communications and consultations between lawyers and their clients within their professional relationship are confidential.” 

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko. 

In view of the above Lawyers for Lawyers:

1. Reminds the government of Belarus that everyone in detention has the right of access to a lawyer and should be able to communicate in confidence with their lawyer.

2. Urges the Belarusian authorities to ensure that, in compliance with their international human rights obligations, all charged and in detention have regular access to their lawyer and the ability to communicate with them in confidence.

3. Urges the government of Belarus to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.

4. Urges the government of Belarus to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against lawyers in Belarus, in particular against Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, and immediately provide for full protection for the lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko and their clients. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
BY AIRMAIL

Mr. Grigory Alekseevich Vasilevich
Prosecutor General

Internatsionalnaya str. 22

220050 MINSK
BELARUS

<<PLACE>>, <<..>> February 2011

Subject: Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko

Dear Sir, 

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its concerns about the situation of our colleagues, human rights lawyers Pavel Sapelka and Tamara Sidorenko. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.
According to my information, there have been attempts by the Belarusian Ministry of Justice, to put pressure on the Minsk City Lawyers' Association to discipline some of the lawyers defending political activists who have been charged with criminal offences following the demonstration on 19 December of last year. In particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka, who is defending Mr. Andrei Sannikau, received a letter from your government, warning him that he could be disbarred for having spoken publicly about his concerns with respect to the state of health of his client. We support the announcement of the Chair of the Lawyers' Association that they do not intend to take any action and the fact that no lawyers have yet been disbarred.
We have furthermore been informed that many lawyers defending people in the context of the demonstration of 19 December, are having difficulty seeing their clients. In particular Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, who is defending presidential candidate Uladzimir Nyaklyayeu, was denied access to her client for several weeks while he was incarcerated.

The Belarusian Helsinki Committee informed the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Lawyers and Judges of these events and was consequently accused by the government for trying to discredit the judicial apparatus in the country.

We are gravely concerned about these events, which render it impossible for lawyers in Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko to exercise their profession in freedom and without intimidation or improper interference. 

The adequate protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms to which all persons are entitled, be they economic, social or cultural, civil or political, requires that all people have effective access to legal services provided by an independent legal profession. This follows from the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of human Rights and from, among several such instruments, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that have been signed and ratified by Belarus.    

To safeguard this independence, governments, professional associations of lawyers as well as individual lawyers each have their role to play. According to paragraph 16 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (1990) this amounts to the following:  

“Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; (b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.”

Paragraphs 17 and 22 furthermore stipulate that:

“Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

and

“Governments shall recognize and respect that all communications and consultations between lawyers and their clients within their professional relationship are confidential.” 

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko. 

In view of the above Lawyers for Lawyers:

1. Reminds the government of Belarus that everyone in detention has the right of access to a lawyer and should be able to communicate in confidence with their lawyer.

2. Urges the Belarusian authorities to ensure that, in compliance with their international human rights obligations, all charged and in detention have regular access to their lawyer and the ability to communicate with them in confidence.

3. Urges the government of Belarus to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.

4. Urges the government of Belarus to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against lawyers in Belarus, in particular against Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, and immediately provide for full protection for the lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko and their clients. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
BY AIRMAIL

H.E. Viktor Grigorevich Golovanov

Minister of Justice 

Ul. Kollektornaya 10 

220004 MINSK
BELARUS

<<PLACE>>, <<..>> February 2011

Subject: Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko

Your Excellency, 

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its concerns about the situation of our colleagues, human rights lawyers Pavel Sapelka and Tamara Sidorenko. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.
According to my information, there have been attempts by the Belarusian Ministry of Justice, to put pressure on the Minsk City Lawyers' Association to discipline some of the lawyers defending political activists who have been charged with criminal offences following the demonstration on 19 December of last year. In particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka, who is defending Mr. Andrei Sannikau, received a letter from your government, warning him that he could be disbarred for having spoken publicly about his concerns with respect to the state of health of his client. We support the announcement of the Chair of the Lawyers' Association that they do not intend to take any action and the fact that no lawyers have yet been disbarred.
We have furthermore been informed that many lawyers defending people in the context of the demonstration of 19 December, are having difficulty seeing their clients. In particular Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, who is defending presidential candidate Uladzimir Nyaklyayeu, was denied access to her client for several weeks while he was incarcerated.

The Belarusian Helsinki Committee informed the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Lawyers and Judges of these events and was consequently accused by the government for trying to discredit the judicial apparatus in the country.

We are gravely concerned about these events, which render it impossible for lawyers in Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko to exercise their profession in freedom and without intimidation or improper interference. 

The adequate protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms to which all persons are entitled, be they economic, social or cultural, civil or political, requires that all people have effective access to legal services provided by an independent legal profession. This follows from the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of human Rights and from, among several such instruments, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that have been signed and ratified by Belarus.    

To safeguard this independence, governments, professional associations of lawyers as well as individual lawyers each have their role to play. According to paragraph 16 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (1990) this amounts to the following:  

“Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; (b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.”

Paragraphs 17 and 22 furthermore stipulate that:

“Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

and

“Governments shall recognize and respect that all communications and consultations between lawyers and their clients within their professional relationship are confidential.” 

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko. 

In view of the above Lawyers for Lawyers:

1. Reminds the government of Belarus that everyone in detention has the right of access to a lawyer and should be able to communicate in confidence with their lawyer.

2. Urges the Belarusian authorities to ensure that, in compliance with their international human rights obligations, all charged and in detention have regular access to their lawyer and the ability to communicate with them in confidence.

3. Urges the government of Belarus to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.

4. Urges the government of Belarus to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against lawyers in Belarus, in particular against Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, and immediately provide for full protection for the lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko and their clients. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
H.E. Mrs. Elena Gritsenko

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Belarus to the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Anna Paulownastraat 34

2518 BE DEN HAAG

<<PLACE>>, <<..>> February 2011

Subject: Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko

Your Excellency, 

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) has expressed its concerns about the situation of our colleagues, human rights lawyers Pavel Sapelka and Tamara Sidorenko. As a Dutch lawyer, I fully share these concerns.
According to my information, there have been attempts by the Belarusian Ministry of Justice, to put pressure on the Minsk City Lawyers' Association to discipline some of the lawyers defending political activists who have been charged with criminal offences following the demonstration on 19 December of last year. In particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka, who is defending Mr. Andrei Sannikau, received a letter from your government, warning him that he could be disbarred for having spoken publicly about his concerns with respect to the state of health of his client. We support the announcement of the Chair of the Lawyers' Association that they do not intend to take any action and the fact that no lawyers have yet been disbarred.
We have furthermore been informed that many lawyers defending people in the context of the demonstration of 19 December, are having difficulty seeing their clients. In particular Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, who is defending presidential candidate Uladzimir Nyaklyayeu, was denied access to her client for several weeks while he was incarcerated.

The Belarusian Helsinki Committee informed the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Lawyers and Judges of these events and was consequently accused by the government for trying to discredit the judicial apparatus in the country.

We are gravely concerned about these events, which render it impossible for lawyers in Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko to exercise their profession in freedom and without intimidation or improper interference. 

The adequate protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms to which all persons are entitled, be they economic, social or cultural, civil or political, requires that all people have effective access to legal services provided by an independent legal profession. This follows from the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of human Rights and from, among several such instruments, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that have been signed and ratified by Belarus.    

To safeguard this independence, governments, professional associations of lawyers as well as individual lawyers each have their role to play. According to paragraph 16 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (1990) this amounts to the following:  

“Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; (b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.”

Paragraphs 17 and 22 furthermore stipulate that:

“Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.”

and

“Governments shall recognize and respect that all communications and consultations between lawyers and their clients within their professional relationship are confidential.” 

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, your government has the obligation to adequately protect and support all lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko. 

In view of the above Lawyers for Lawyers:

1. Reminds the government of Belarus that everyone in detention has the right of access to a lawyer and should be able to communicate in confidence with their lawyer.

2. Urges the Belarusian authorities to ensure that, in compliance with their international human rights obligations, all charged and in detention have regular access to their lawyer and the ability to communicate with them in confidence.

3. Urges the government of Belarus to recognize the valuable role that all lawyers play in a civilized society and to promote, support and protect their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.

4. Urges the government of Belarus to put an end to all acts of intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference against lawyers in Belarus, in particular against Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko, and immediately provide for full protection for the lawyers of Belarus, in particular Mr. Pavel Sapelka and Ms. Tamara Sidorenko and their clients. 

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice and will continue to monitor this case closely.

Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
